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as a jouster. He was arrogant, jealous, and self-
sufficient, and liad few qualifications for his new
post. He was accompanied among others by
Gonzalo Fernandez de Oviedo, the well-known
historian; by Martin Fernandez de Enciso, a very
eminent geographer; by Pascual de Andagoya, who
recorded the history of the expedition;l and by
other men of mark. The expedition consisted
of 1800 men in fifteen ships, and they sailed from
Spain on April 10,1514, arriving at the port of Santa
Martha in June, where they remained for some days.

We are mainly concerned with the expedition
of Pedrarias in this chapter, because it sailed along
our Colombian coast, and because it was honoured
by the presence of an eminent geographer per se.
Its history belongs to that of the isthmus.

The presence of Bnciso gives lustre to the ex-
pedition. He was a cartographer, a good observer,
and he had the gift of lucid description. His
latitude of Cabo de la Vela is absolutely correct,
and it is from him alone that we have an intelligent
description of the coast. In his famous work,
the ' Suma de Geografia/ there is a very interesting
account of the coast almost amounting to sailing

1 See my edition of the narrative of Pascual de Andagoya,
taken from Navarrete's Collection, in the Hakluyt Society's
Series.